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ALLIANCE  UPDAT ES

Ciao to Joan Clayburgh

As you probably know, Joan Clayburgh resigned as our
Executive Director at the end of December after 12
years of incredible leadership. Her love for the Sierra
and the conservation leaders within the range expressed
itself in the passion she instilled in our staff and
supporters over the years. Joan worked tirelessly to
build the Alliance and achieve many important victories
and milestones. After a great deal of deliberating, Joan
decided that she is at a point in her life right now that
says it is time to change it up. She is looking forward to
taking some time off to travel and ski this winter (if we
ever get some snow) before beginning the search for her
next opportunity to do good work and address climate
change. Joan’s commitment to the Sierra ensures that
she will always be an Alliance supporter, stay in touch,
and keep her Pika spirit strong. The search for a new
Executive Director is nearly finished and we will
introduce you to our new leader in the coming weeks.
We are all thankful for our supporters and hope you’ll
join us and our new Executive Director in keeping your
Pika spirit going strong and working with the Alliance to
ensure the Sierra remains as vibrant and inspirational as
it is today. Thank you Joan – we miss you and Lucky &
Sprite in the office!! 

FUNDING

Funding Opportunity with The California
Watershed Protection Fund (Rose
Foundation)

The California Watershed Protection Fund supports
projects designed to benefit the water quality of many of
California's watersheds and their ecosystems. Due to
fluctuations in the funding that supports the Watersheds
Fund, the specific watersheds eligible for grants may
vary.

The California Watershed Protection Fund has grant
cycles twice per year. Letters of Inquiry are welcomed
throughout the year. Inquiries received by February 15
are reviewed for the Spring/Summer grant cycle. Letters
received by August 15 are reviewed for the Fall/Winter
grant cycle.

Click here for more information and application.

HAPPY  NEW YEAR!

Hoping everyone is having a great start to 2014!

Please take a minute to do the 1 minute survey at the bottom of the newsletter,
you will be entered for a chance to win your choice of a Alliance mug or Chico
bag!

CAM PAIGN UPDAT ES

Our monthly update on projects the Regional Climate Change Program is working on
as part of our effort to maintain and improve the health of our beautiful "Range of Light."

Regional Climate Change Program Update

January 16th, 2014
By Gavin Feiger 
Regional Climate Change Senior Program Associate, Sierra Nevada Alliance

For each of the next few months, we will highlight one of the key projects that the
Regional Climate Change Program is working on to help protect and preserve the
Sierra.

The Sierra Water Workgroup – Increasing Sierra-wide Collaboration in
Integrated Water Management

For the last 5 years, the Alliance has been supporting the Sierra Water Workgroup’s
(SWWG) regional efforts to protect and enhance water quality, water supply, and
watershed health; to develop cooperative regional responses; and to facilitate
reinvestment in our watersheds and water resources by all beneficiaries. We are
excited and proud to see the SWWG accelerating its work and on the path to be a
sustainable organization. The SWWG recently became fiscally sponsored, has
secured two grants, and three sponsorships, is planning the third annual Summit for
June, and is increasing its electronic and in-person outreach and work with all 12
Sierra Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) groups.

The Alliance will continue to support the SWWG this year by providing AmeriCorps
Member, some in-kind staff time, email marketing, event logistics and supplies, and
networking. The Sierra Nevada Alliance mission is to protect and restore the Sierra
Nevada and one of our core tenants is strengthening individual efforts and joining
together to be a region-wide force. The SWWG is a great example of the RCC Program
successfully supporting an effort that is making real changes and becoming a strong
group on its own.

In 2009, a small group of individuals representing foothill water agencies and Sierra
environmental groups met to discuss inter-regional cooperation amongst the existing
and newly forming Integrated Regional Water Management Planning (IRWMP) groups
in the Sierra. Other regional organizations were discussed as optional venues to serve
this need. However, no organization met all the criteria of: multi-stakeholder
representation, wide geographic scope, unbiased reputation, flexible, and with the
ability to promote on behalf of the Sierra. The SWWG continued to meet over the last
two years, and decided to formalize the membership through a charter in 2011. In
2013, the SWWG became a fiscally sponsored group, giving it the ability to raise
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Funding Opportunity with The Grassroots
Organizing for Social Change Program
(Ben & Jerry's Foundation).

The Grassroots Organizing for Social Change Program
offers general or project support to non-profit
organizations throughout the United States and
accounts for about 75% of our total giving. We make
one-year grants for up to $20,000, to organizations with
budgets under $500,000. Only organizations with
501(c)3 status, or who have a fiscal agent with this
status are eligible to apply. While our broad goals are to
further social and environmental justice and support
sustainable and just food systems, we focus on the
types of activities and strategies an organization uses
for creating social change rather than on the specific
issues the organization is addressing. We will only
consider proposals from grassroots, constituent-led
organizations that are using community-organizing and
base-building strategies to accomplish their goals.

Click here for more information.

RESOURCES

Position Opening: Wild & Scenic Film

Festival On Tour Intern Position - Sierra
Nevada Alliance

Description: The unpaid internship will consist of Event
Planning: Responsible for supporting the planning,
coordinating, and implementing of the 9th Annual Wild
and Scenic Film Festival On Tour, including community
outreach, marketing, PR and a Silent Auction. General
Support: Support the Development Program staff in

other general duties such as making phone calls,

database management, representing the Sierra Nevada
Alliance at meetings or community events, and other
office duties. Intern(s) may work on one or more of the
aforementioned activities depending on experience and
interest. We are looking for an intern to work 10-20
hours a week in our South Lake Tahoe office. Start/end
dates and hours are flexible. This intern position is
unpaid.

Click here for more information.

Location: South Lake Tahoe, CA

Position Opening: Herpetological
Conservation and Aquatic Restoration

Internships - Yosemite National Park,

Division of Resources Management and
Science

Description: Eradicate non-native species (including
fish and bullfrogs) using gill nets, electro-fishing
equipment, and other handheld equipment; conduct
aquatic ecosystem restoration; survey for amphibians
and reptiles; backpack over long distances carrying a
heavy pack in high elevation terrain; camp in remote
wilderness settings for prolonged periods of time;
navigate in remote wilderness locations using maps,
GPS, and compass; conduct field work as a member of
a small team; conduct scientific research following
standardized protocols while maintaining proper quality
control/ assurance practices; conduct research in and

2013, the SWWG became a fiscally sponsored group, giving it the ability to raise
money and hire and contract staff. In 2014, the SWWG will assess governance
structures that may allow the group to become even more independent.

The RCC Program will continue to work with the SWWG in 2014 to track and provide
information on water issues, policies, and plans relevant to the Sierra, maintain and
improve the SWWG website, provide coordination and enhance information-sharing as
requested by IRWM regions, and plan and attend meetings and the Summit.

Mark your calendars for the Sierra Water Workgroup Summit on June 11th and 12th
in Lake Tahoe. More details will be coming out in the upcoming weeks and months,
but you can see the agenda and materials from previous Summits on the SWWG
website under the “Events & Meetings” tab.

New Regional Climate Change Program Intern!

Welcome to Amanda Baronas.

Amanda is the Alliance’s new Regional Climate Change Program Intern. Amanda
graduated in 2012 with a Masters of Public Administration from University of Phoenix
where she also worked as an Enrollment Advisor until moving to Tahoe in October
2013. Amanda has experience volunteering with a local non-profit in Arizona where she
gained experience in grant writing and research. Amanda is looking forward to an
opportunity to gain more experience in the non-profit world while using the skills she
has gained over her career to help the Alliance continue to protect and preserve the
Sierra. Amanda is excited to be in the Sierra and fell in love with Tahoe and the Sierra
since moving here. We look forward to having her on board! 

Please donate today to help us help the Sierra.

EVENT S

The Sierra Fund Annual Winter Legislative Reception--You're
Invited!

The Sierra Fund is hosting the Annual Winter Legislative Reception for Sierra Nevada
leaders, organizations, and agencies. The Alliance is sponsoring this event. This year's

honorees are assembly member Richard Gordon and Senator Fran Pavley. Please join
us to celebrate and speak for the Sierra. No RSVP required.

Date: January 21, 2014 6:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Place: Tsakopoulos Library Galleria 828 I street, Sacramento, CA

Wild and Scenic Film Festival

The Wild and Scenic Film Festival On Tour combines award winning environmental and
adventure films with the energy of local activism. Each year, we choose powerful
environmental and adventure films so that you are inspired to take further action
regarding issues that impact our environment, ourselves and our world. The 9th Annual
Wild & Scenic filmFestival On Tour - South Lake Tahoe is a benefit for the Sierra
Nevada Alliance. 

Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014
Place: MontBleu Resort Casino Spa, South Lake Tahoe, CA 
More Information: Click here for more information

Eagle Viewing Day - Foothill Conservancy

During the winter, hundreds of bald eagles migrate south from Northern California,
Washington,British Columbia, and even Alaska seeking the warmer climates of Oregon
and California. Northern lakes and streams ice over in the winter, cutting off the eagles
food source. Eagles follow the migrations of waterfowl to Pardee and Camanche
Reservoirs where fish and waterfowl are plentiful. These reservoirs are perfect for the
eagles because in the winter months the lakes offer a good food source and minimal
human interaction. In 2006, for the first time on record, bald eagles stayed all year at
Camanche and Pardee, nested, and produced young!

Date: January 25th 
Place:Pardee and Camanche Reservoirs, CA 
More Information: Click here for more information
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http://www.foothillconservancy.org/pages/events.cgi?calcatid=1&calid=488
http://www.foothillconservancy.org/pages/events.cgi?calcatid=1&calid=488
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control/ assurance practices; conduct research in and
around water bodies; collect data on numbers, life
stage, sex, condition, and habitat characteristics of
amphibian and/or reptile species; collect data in remote
settings with little day-to-day supervision; organize and
maintain equipment in good working condition; and
interact with the public regarding sensitive wildlife
management issues; possibly office work such as data
entry.

Click here for more information

Location: Yosemite National Park, Ca

Position Opening: Stewardship Program
Manager - Sierra Foothill Conservancy

Description: The Tuolumne River Trust is seeking an
Executive Director to lead and build an organization with
a steady record of programmatic success and financial
growth. The Trust has an annual budget of
approximately $850,000, 8 full time employees and
several part time employees and consultants working in
Sonora, Modesto and San Francisco. 

Click here for more information

Location: Prather, CA

Position Opening: Executive Director -

Tuolumne River Trust

Description: The Environmental Scientist will be
responsible for providing assistance with reviewing,
tracking, organizing, and monitoring project activities for
the BDCP, BDCP related documents/projects, and
other related restoration projects. This includes multi-
agency collaboration, knowledge of regional species of
concern, and keeping current with regional science as it
applies to the Delta.

Click here for more information

Location: Sonora, Modesto, or San Francisco CA

More Information: Click here for more information

COM IC  OF  T HE  MONT H

Newsletter contents prepared by Cody Bear. 
If you have articles, events or announcements that you would like included in

this newsletter or if you have feedback, please email
cody@sierranevadaalliance.org.

RECENT  NEWS

Sierra News

Wildfire Discovered in Golden Trout Wilderness
Fresno Backpacking Examiner, Nancy Jacoby 01.14.2014

Sierra Link : It is only January and there are already fires burning around the state and in the Sierra. The fire is burning an area that is around 6000-
8000 feet high and is literally burning around patches of snow. The fire is foreshadowing and a warning of the coming fire season if the drought
conditions persist and the snow pack does not get some sort of stimulus package.

The Case of California's Disappearing Snow.
The Alantic Cities, John Metcalfe 01.15.2014

Sierra Link : 2013 was the driest year on record, Sierra snowpack is at a measly 20% of average, and there is no significant precipitation on

http://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/herpetological-conservation-and-aquatic-restoration-internships-yosemite-national-park-california/
http://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/stewardship-program-manager-california/
http://www.ecojobs.com/jobs_details2.php?AID=87441
http://www.foothillconservancy.org/pages/events.cgi?calcatid=1&calid=488
mailto:cody@sierranevadaalliance.org
http://www.examiner.com/article/wildfire-discovered-golden-trout-wilderness
http://www.theatlanticcities.com/jobs-and-economy/2014/01/case-californias-disappearing-snow/8108/
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Sierra Link : 2013 was the driest year on record, Sierra snowpack is at a measly 20% of average, and there is no significant precipitation on
California's January forecast. Californians rely on the Sierra snow pack for 65% of our developed water; so at this point it looks like California is
headed straight towards a drought that will test our ability to adapt to situations that may be more and more frequent with a changing climate.

State News

Gov. Brown To Officially Declare Drought In California

CBS San Francisco, Matt Bigler 01.14.2014

Sierra Link : The Governor recently gave a speech on the current drought in which he referenced climate change and its potential for affecting
California and implied that he will be declaring a drought emegencey for the state soon. This declaration would open doors for water restrictions
across the Sierra as well as easing restrictions on water quality and transfers.

Meetings on California Climate Plan Set
Capital Press, 01.14.2014

Sierra Link : The California Natural Resources Agency is going to be presenting its Safeguarding California Plan, which updates the 2009 Climate
Adaptation Strategy on January 22nd and 27th, 2014. This is an important step where the public's input will be used to bolster the Plan. Climate
adaptation is an important step in preparing the state and the Sierra for the effects of Climate Change.

National News

Stop The Polarization of Climate Change
Chicago Tribune, Dennis Byrne 01.14.2014

Sierra Link : While California was drying up in the sun this winter the rest of the U.S. was hit by what meteorologists called the "polar Vortex." This
freezing weather all over the nation led to a ignition in the debate over human-induced climate change as deniers used the vortex as "proof" that
climate change is a hoax. This led to new theories arguing the polar vortex is climate change in action. Neither statements are based on scientific
proof, the polarization of the two sides of the argument are leading to an outpouring of non-scientific statements by the media that can cloud the
public's view on important issues like climate change. The truth is 97% of scientists and their publications agree that climate change is happening
and humans are inducing it. The polarization and arguments distract from the truth and delay action that could be helping the Sierra's communities
adapt for the changes ahead.

Six Things We Learned About Our Changing Climate in 2013 
Smithsonian, Joseph Stromberg 12.27.2013

Sierra Link : 2013 was actually a good year when it comes to scientific support for climate change. Realizing these six things can help us see what
needs to be done in the future. California is one state that is already coming up with ideas and plans to adapt to climate change. Actually following
through with these plans can lead to a healthier environment in the state and the Sierra in the future.

Sierra Resource Survey and Giveaway

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey, it should take less than a minute. With 
your help, we at the Alliance can ensure that we are being as effective as possible. Make sure 
to enter your email at the end of the survey for a chance to win your choice of a Alliance mug 
or Chico bag. 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/01/14/gov-brown-to-officially-declare-drought-in-california/
http://www.capitalpress.com/article/20140114/ARTICLE/140119926
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2014-01-14/opinion/ct-polar-vortex-global-warming-dennis-byrne-oped-0-20140114_1_climate-scientists-climate-change-warming
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/six-things-we-learned-about-our-changing-climate-in-2013-180948073/
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or Chico bag. 

* Required

How satisfied are you with the overall quality of the Sierra Resource Monthly
Newsletter? *

 Satisfied 

 Nuetral

 Not Satisfied

Please rank the usefulness of each part of the Sierra Resource Newsletter. 1 being the
part you find most useful and 5 being the least. *

1 2 3 4 5
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Sierra Nevada Alliance

P.O. Box 7989
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158

phone: 530. 542. 4546

fax: 530. 542. 4570

www.sierranevadaalliance.org

Forward this message to a friend

Send feedback on this newsletter

Like the Alliance on Facebook

Since 1993 the Sierra Nevada Alliance has been
protecting and restoring Sierra lands, water,
wildlife and communities. The regional climate
change program shapes and implements county

and regional resource plans that promote smart
land use, incorporate sustainable water
management practices, aggressively reduce
greenhouse gases and adapt to climate change.
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