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Investing in Sierra 
Headwaters

By Marion Gee and Robert Collier

This summer the Sierra Nevada Alliance 
published a brief report titled Investing in 
California’s Headwaters: the Sierra Nevada. 
The paper highlights the discrepancy between 
the ecologic and economic benefits the Sierra 
headwaters provide to California and the amount 
of state funding invested in headwater protection 
and restoration. The paper makes the case for 
comprehensive and timely investment in the Sierra 
by reviewing the benefits of healthy California 
headwaters and detailing the many reasons why 
the headwaters are currently threatened.

According to a 2006 Alliance report, twenty-
three of twenty-four major Sierra watersheds are 
impaired. That report also found that 75% of the 
sampled Sierra watersheds had a water quality 
violation between 2001-2006. Furthermore, 
irresponsible Comstock mining practices 
throughout the Sierra discharged over 13 million 

Sierra Nevada License 
Plate Campaign Kicks 
Off – Your Help is Critical 
By Joan Clayburgh

We each have a special place in our hearts for 
the Sierra Nevada – it’s the place of epic history, 
childhood memories, wilderness adventures, 
vibrant communities, and, most of all, hope for the 
future. Join the Sierra Nevada Alliance’s campaign 
to inspire over 7,500 people in one year to pay 
and pledge to own a Sierra Nevada License Plate 
benefiting the Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s efforts 
to protect and restore this cherished place.

The Sierra Nevada Alliance helped establish the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy as a state agency 
to initiate, encourage, and support efforts that 
improve the environmental, economic and social 
well-being of the Sierra Nevada Region, its 
communities and the citizens of California. The 
Conservancy supports the Sierra Nevada Region 
in many tangible ways: from providing funding 
for local projects to offering technical assistance 
and other support for collaborative projects in 

Continued on page 6Continued on page 6

Hope Valley
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Executive Director’s Letter
Dear Friends, 

This year’s annual conference underscored the importance to me of the Sierra 
Nevada Alliance being an Alliance. The region spans millions of acres and is 
divided by over twenty counties and watersheds. Some say the Sierra is a region 
in geography only because of its differences within the region.

But the greater Sierra ecosystem doesn’t debate the underlying differences.  
Growth patterns are similar throughout our rural areas. All Sierra watersheds are 
headwater watersheds. The impacts of a melting snowpack, the need for wildlife 
to migrate and the increase of wildfire as a result of Climate Change are consistent 
throughout the range.

At our Annual Conference the excitement of understanding our shared challenges 
and vision for the future was palpable. Fighting one destructive development 
in Jackson can feel lonely – but hearing how groups up and down the range are 
waging similar battles and winning better community planning inspires the entire 
network.  

Whether you are a Bay Area resident contributing your money to the cause or 
a town activist contributing your skills to your local group’s newsletter – the 
conference showcased how we add up to make a difference. Throw in everyone 
doing the Pika cheer (thank you John Muir Laws for that lesson)   and you 
experience what acting together – with some humor– can really do.  

The Sierra is facing incredible challenges and at the Alliance we believe our 
greatest strength is recognizing how we are connected, and acting together. 

Onward, united! 

Joan Clayburgh, Executive Director

Printed on recycled paper.
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SNAP is Serving the Sierra for Three More Years!
By Do Lee & Morgan Fessler

Thanks to the hard work and 
dedication of more than seventy 
Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps 
Partnership (SNAP) members, 
SNAP partners, and site 
supervisors over the past 
three years, the Sierra Nevada 
AmeriCorps Partnership will 
be able to continue its great 
work in the Sierra from 2010 
through 2012!  This summer the 
Sierra Nevada Alliance received 
another three year grant from 
CaliforniaVolunteers to place 
twenty-seven AmeriCorps 
members each year with 
different Sierra Nevada conservation 
organizations and agencies.  SNAP’s 
next three years will focus on watershed 
restoration and assessment and increasing 
community stewardship of our Sierra 
Nevada watersheds through education and 
volunteerism. 

For 2010 SNAP is partnering with the 
following organizations to host, train, 
mentor, and supervise 27 AmeriCorps 
Members:
 
•   American Rivers
•   California Tahoe Conservancy/Tahoe 
    Baikal Institute

•   Eastern Sierra Land Trust
•   El Dorado Irrigation District
•   Friends of Deer Creek
•   Friends of the Inyo
•   Placer Land Trust
•   Nevada County Land Trust
•   Shasta Land Trust
•   Sierra Business Council
•   Sierra Nevada Alliance
•   Sierra Foothill Conservancy
•   South Yuba River Citizen’s League
•   Tahoe Environmental Research Center
•   Tahoe Resource Conservation District
•   WildPlaces 

With SNAP members working 
on different projects across 
the Sierra, no two projects are 
exactly alike.  Members may 
be found offering education 
and technical assistance to 
homeowners and community 
groups on effective land 
stewardship and resource 
conservation practices; restoring 
natural landscapes which have 
been disturbed by historical 
mining activity; organizing 
volunteer-driven habitat 
restoration projects;  working 
with homeowners on smart 

Sierra landscaping to reduce non-point 
source pollution, prevent wildfire and 
conserve water and soil; and assisting 
their local Maidu Tribe in using traditional 
Native American land stewardship 
practices.

With 23 out of our 24 Sierra watersheds 
impaired and thousands of acres of critical 
Sierra habitat requiring restoration, the 
work of our AmeriCorps members is 
essential!  There is much to be done but 
SNAP’s enthusiastic and talented members 
are ready to serve the Sierra contributing 
their skills and dedication to watershed 
restoration and education.  

Alliance Co-Sponsors the Great Sierra River Clean-Up 
By Marion Gee & Robert Collier 
On Saturday, September 19th, local 
organizations and residents throughout 
the Sierra joined the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy’s first annual Great 
Sierra River Clean-Up.  The event was 
held in conjunction with the Coastal 
Commission’s 25th Annual Coastal 
Clean-Up Day and represented the single 
biggest volunteer effort in the state.  
This year the combined events collected 
thousands of pounds of trash from river 
banks, streams, and coastal beaches.  In 
a powerful statement that demonstrated 
Sierra communities’ desire for clean water 
and healthy rivers, dozens of non-profit 
organizations and hundreds of volunteers 
participated in the Great Sierra River 

Clean-Up, representing Sierra watersheds 
from the Tule to the Yuba.  The Sierra 
Nevada Alliance participated in the event,  
and organized a cleanup event on the 
Upper Truckee River in South Lake Tahoe.  
Alliance staff partnered with the Clean 
Tahoe Program, the local representative 
for the Coastal Clean-Up Day, to involve 
the community in preserving lake clarity 
by cleaning trash from a crucial tributary 
to Lake Tahoe.  In all, the entire Coastal 
Commission Clean-Up and Great Sierra 
River Clean-Up efforts collected over 
1,000,000 pounds of trash.  

A big thank you to all Sierra lovers who 
joined up to clean Sierra Rivers!

AmeriCorps member Serena Dennis (fourth from 
left) with volunteers at Crowley Hilltop Preserve.

Alliance Watersheds Program Director Megan 
Suarez-Brand and daughter Juniper with Jonelle Bright 

from TRCD at the Great Sierra River Clean-Up 
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In Remembrance of Joan Conlan
By John Friedrich

Joan Elinor Conlan, age 73, died at her home in Midpines, 
California, on April 3 after living bravely with cancer for a year. 
Joan spent her final moments in the loving presence of good 
friends and her partner of 36 years, Holly Warner. Her friends 
and family knew Joan as a woman of principle, integrity and 
determination, whose enduring commitment to social justice and 
fairness fueled her work on behalf of others, her community and 
the environment.  

As a board member of Mariposans for the Environment and 
Responsible Government (MERG), Joan helped bring about a 
Mariposa County General Plan Update that has strong protections 
for agricultural land and the county’s rural character. Joan was 
an advocate for people with mental illness in Mariposa County, 
serving several terms as chair of the Mariposa County Mental 
Health Board and as the Patients’ Rights Advocate. 

Born in San Francisco December 6, 1935, Joan attended Lowell 
High School and then earned a degree in Economics at Stanford, 
followed by master’s degrees in Education and Marriage and 
Family Counseling from UC-Berkeley. Joan taught and counseled 
for two decades at San Carlos (CA) High School. After teaching, 

she dreamed of designing and building her own house.  In 1983, 
she and Holly did just that in Midpines, working with an all-
woman crew.

In Mariposa County 
Joan worked in Yosemite 
National Park and later 
as a Yosemite Institute 
administrator, a job she 
loved because it gave 
her contact with young 
naturalist instructors. 
Joan was passionate 
about politics, learned 
photography, explored her 
ancestry in Ireland and 
wrote haiku.  She was an 
avid sports fan, particularly 
of Stanford and their 
women’s basketball team. 

A celebration of Joan’s life was held on September 12, 2009. 

Give the Gift of the Sierra this Holiday Season!
By giving the Gift of the Sierra this Holiday Season to yourself, your family and friends, you’ll be sharing the magic of 
the Sierra throughout the entire year. Simply send us a donation in the name of your gift recipient, and we’ll send a 
card with a beautiful picture of the Sierra letting them know about your gift. For gift memberships of $75 or more, we’ll 
also send our Alliance stainless steel canteen. 

Each Gift of the Sierra includes our quarterly newsletter with updates on what’s being done throughout the Sierra 
and special invitations to Alliance events. Toward the end of next year, we’ll ask your gift recipient if they would like to 
make their own gift to the Sierra Nevada Alliance. Unless they make their own gift, no other solicitations will be sent. 
Questions? Please call Kay at extension 304.

Name (please print) __________________________________________________________________

Gift of the Sierra Recipient ____________________________________________________________

Mailing address _____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________

Phone __________________________________Email _____________________________________

Enclosed is my check payable to the Sierra Nevada Alliance     

Please bill my Visa/MasterCard: Card # _____________________________________Exp. _________

Signature __________________________________________________Total Amount $____________

Yes, I want to be a Green Giver! Charge my credit card this amount $ _____ monthly, until __________

The Sierra Nevada Alliance is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible. No goods or services were provided in connection with this gift.

d o n o r 
c lu b S

Mt. Whitney    $2,500+

Yosemite             $1,000

lake Tahoe          $500

Mono lake          $250

Half dome           $100

Family                   $50

Sustaining              $35

nEW! Green Giver 
commit to a monthly 
contribution!
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American Rivers
American Rivers is the leading 
conservation organization standing up 
for healthy rivers so communities can 
thrive.  American Rivers protects and 
restores America’s rivers for the benefit of people, wildlife, and 
nature. Through their work in five key program areas - Rivers 
and Global Warming, River Restoration, River Protection, 
Clean Water and Water Supply – they are working to protect 
the remaining natural heritage, undo the damage of the past and 
create a healthy future for rivers and future generations. 
Web: www.americanrivers.org
Email: srothert@americanrivers.org 

Friends of Burke Creek
The mission of the Friends of Burke Creek 
is to protect and preserve Burke Creek and 
its watershed for this and future generations. 
The aim is to ensure that this watershed 
complies with the stipulations outlined in the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency (TRPA) Compact and the Tahoe Outstanding 
National Resource Waters designation under the Clean Water Act. 
They foresee goshawks returning to their historic nesting sites, 
Lahontan cutthroat trout spawning in the creek’s icy waters and 
the flowered meadows and towering trees providing renewal to 
the human spirit. 
Phone: (775) 588-5466
Email: donahoe@charter.net

Local Water Stays Local
Local Water Stays Local supports the 
protection of natural water resources against 
commercial use, such as bottled water 
development. Their current focus is on proposed bottled water 
development at Crook Springs, East of Shingletown, CA. 
Phone: (530) 474-1687  
Email: coleenrullman@frontiernet.net

Nevada Tahoe 
Conservation District
The Nevada Tahoe Conservation 
District (NTCD) promotes the 
conservation and improvement of the Lake Tahoe Basin’s natural 
resources by providing leadership, education, and technical 
assistance to all basin users. They are Nevada Lake Tahoe’s local 
conservation agency and source for technical assistance. The 
District is a non-regulatory and grant funded agency that works 
closely with its Federal, State, and Local partners to deliver 
conservation programs to the Nevada Lake Tahoe Community.
Web: www.ntcd.org/
Phone:  (775) 586-1610

Welcome New Member Groups 
Geothermal Institute for Research 
Education & Outreach (GIREO)
The mission of Geothermal Institute 
of Research, Education & Outreach is to educate the general 
public about the viability and value of geothermal heat as an 
energy source, and to establish a “living laboratory,” heated 
by geothermal sources, for the study of agriculture and other 
applications in a high altitude environment. 
Web: www.mammothgeoinstitute.org
Email: tony@mammothgeo.com

Save Van Norden Meadow
A vital component of both the South Yuba River watershed – and 
the greater ecology of Donner Summit – Van Norden Meadow 
is a place of long geologic and cultural history. Development 
pressure on Donner Summit makes Van Norden extremely 
vulnerable. Where the meadow was once a place where locals 
and tourists alike could visit and explore, current ownership 
restricts such activities.  While still in the formative stages of 
creating our non-profit organization, we have a clear mission 
statement: acquire, restore, preserve, and protect the Van Norden 
Meadow property for public access and enjoyment.  
Web: www.svnm.org  and  www.syrcl.org
Email: info@svnm.org

Trout Unlimited 
Our mission is to conserve, protect and restore North 
America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.  
Today TU is a national organization with more 
than 150,000 volunteers organized into about 400 
chapters from Maine to Montana to Alaska. The organization 
remains committed to applying “the very best information and 
thinking available” in its conservation work and has developed 
cutting-edge tools such as the Conservation Success Index (CSI), 
a sophisticated framework for assessing the health of coldwater 
fish species throughout their native range. 
Web: www.tu.org
Email: dlass@tu.org

Traverse Creek Stewardship (TraCkS)
Traverse Creek Stewardship’s (TraCks) focus is to 
establish baseline data for water quality conditions 
in our watershed, to create educational opportunities, to increase 
stewardship awareness, and to determine if our watershed is 
healthy.  The Traverse Creek Watershed is made up of Traverse 
Creek, plus all the contributing arms and ponds, whose waters 
eventually make it to the South Fork of the American River. It has 
been designated a high-risk watershed by the Georgetown Divide 
Resource Conservation District (GDRCD).
Web: www.traversecreek.org
Email:  Mcwoods47@sbcglobal.net or swhittington@bomusd.org

For a full list of the Sierra Nevada Alliances 94 Member Groups, 
visit: www.sierranevadaalliance.org/membergrps/
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Investing in Sierra Headwaters: continued from page 1 

Sierra License Plate Campaign: continued from page 1
partnership with local government, non-
profit organizations and Tribal entities.  

But to be effective, the state agency needs 
a stable source of funding. Consequently, 
groups, businesses, tourism bureaus and 
others are partnering to help establish 
a Sierra License 
Plate program. 
Once a program is 
established, proceeds 
from the sales and 
renewal of Sierra 
Nevada License 
Plates will directly 
fund the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy 
programs and projects 
benefiting the Sierra 
Nevada. To create this 
ongoing license plate 
program, we need 
to collect 7,500 Paid Pledges for License 
Plates from September 2009 to August 
2010. 

By law, no public government funds 
will be used for marketing to acquire the 
license plate pledges, which is why the 

Campaign is being led by a Coordinating 
Committee and requires volunteer partners 
to collect the plate pledges. The Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy is working with a 
Coordinating Committee comprised so far 
of the Sierra Nevada Alliance, The Sierra 
Fund, Sierra Cascade Land Trust Council, 

Sierra Business Council, Mammoth Lakes 
Tourism and Recreation, and Mammoth 
Lakes Trails and Public Access.

Please Join this Effort!
This is a grassroots effort to establish a 
license plate for the Sierra Nevada. No one 

business, agency or organization can do 
this alone. In order to collect the minimum 
number of plates, it will take hundreds of 
organizations and thousands of community 
leaders and volunteers to inspire over 
7,500 people to pay and pledge for a plate. 

Please go online 
today and sign 
up for your own 
Sierra License 
Plate! Visit www.
sierralicenseplate.
org or Call: 530-
823-4678 or email 
Licenseplate@
sierranevada.ca.gov

If you are a group 
or business, please 
become a partner 
or sponsor and 

help collect pledges and market the 
plates! Contact Joan to receive further 
information and sign up!

The Sierra Nevada deserves this dedicated 
source of funding, and it won’t happen 
without you.

pounds of mercury into waterways and 
soils. 

On top of the effects that pollution has had 
on California’s headwaters, climate change 
presents a new set of challenges. As 
temperatures rise, snowpack in the Sierra 
is projected to decline by 25-40% by 2050 
and up to 89% by 2100. This reduction in 
snowpack will affect California’s water 
supply by shifting the timing of snowmelt 
runoff and the operation of downstream 
dams.

As California’s population continues to 
grow, many of the additional residents 
are projected to move to currently 
unpopulated regions in the Sierra. The 
Sierra is the third fastest growing region 
in the state. This added population will 
further strain the Sierra’s natural resources 

Investing in the Sierra Nevada will provide 
both statewide and local benefits like 
increasing water supply and reliability; 
creating rural green collar jobs and 
diversifying local economies; enhancing 
public safety; improving water quality; 
bolstering tourism and recreation; and 
improving the resiliency of the state to 
climate change. This represents a mere 
snapshot of the advantages that will come 
from investing the California’s headwaters. 
More information on each of these benefits 
is included in the full report. 

The Alliance distributed Investing in 
California’s Headwaters to hundreds of 
water resources managers, environmental 
advocates, and policy makers. If you would 
like to view a free copy of the report please 
go to: http://www.sierranevadaalliance.org/
programs/db/pics/1246985392_22961.f_
pdf.pdf

and poor urban planning could contribute 
to more environmental degradation.

With all of these pressures on the Sierra 
Nevada, investment in this vital region 
of the state is essential. Not only is 
investing in California’s headwaters an 
environmentally responsible action, but it 
will also ensure that California maintains 
a vibrant economy. Sierra waters are 
valued at $1.3 billion a year based solely 
on water rights and an estimated $2.2 
billion in products based on water rights, 
raw timber, and forage permits. Moreover, 
headwaters drive hydropower facilities 
that supply 15% of California’s energy 
demand. Our paper argues that for the 
state to protect its valuable headwaters 
resources, it is necessary for California to 
target funding towards the rural areas of 
the Sierra. 
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Mountain Meadows Conservancy: Vigilance Paying Off 
By Mariya Porten 
This month we highlight member group Mountain Meadows 
Conservancy (MMC), a Sierra Nevada Alliance member group 
for over eight years.  Community members concerned with the 
protection and conservation of the Mountain Meadows Basin 
founded Mountain Meadows Conservancy, a locally based non-
profit organization, in 2001. Mountain Meadows is located in 
Lassen County and cradled between the Sierra and the Cascade 
ranges off of Highway 36 near the town of Westwood. For 
thousands of years the area has been sacred ground for the Honey 
Lake Mountain Maidu Indians, who count it as part of their 
ancestral homeland. The local watershed nourishes over 60,000 
acres of lush wetlands, meadows, grasslands and forest. There are 
eight endangered species that use the Meadows as habitat and 26 
species of special concern that rely on this vulnerable ecosystem.

The Mountain Meadows Conservancy implements creative 
solutions to the challenges facing their community in conserving 
their unique environment. They are committed to working in 
partnership with all interested stakeholders, including area 
citizens, landowners, businesses, public agencies, educators, 
elected representatives, and public and private organizations 
at the community, regional, state, and national levels. They 
seek lasting protection for the Mountain Meadows Basin 
through voluntary land acquisitions, easements, and other land 
management agreements to ensure that the entire Basin will be 
preserved for the enjoyment of all who live and visit here, now 
and in the future.

One of Mountain Meadows Conservancy’s major 
accomplishments has been stopping a poorly planned, 
environmentally ruinous and culturally insensitive development. 
In 2000 the remote and undeveloped Mt. Dyer, a 7,369 ft 
mountain in the middle of Mountain Meadows was threatened 

when Dyer Mountain Associates, a development company, 
proposed one of the largest development projects in the Sierra 
Nevada. The company’s proposal included the construction of 
over 4,000 homes, three golf courses, and a 7,000-acre ski resort 
far from existing developed infrastructure. The proposal included 
at points spraying untreated sewage onto the mountainside, 
uprooting vulnerable species, modifing irreplaceable heritage 
sites, and did not provide affordable housing options. 

Mountain Meadows Conservancy, joined with Sierra Club and 
Sierra Watch, built a winning campaign against the horrendous 
development. At first they brought their case before the Lassen 
County Board of Supervisors, but the board ignored the strong 
impacts to the environment and cultural sites and passed the 
proposal. Mountain Meadows Conservancy then brought their 

own suit against both Dyer Mountain Associates and Lassen 
County in December of 2008. Recently, Dyer Mountain 
Associates declared bankruptcy and MMC hopes that future 
developers or potential financial partners will be dissuaded from 
purchasing land that has a lawsuit pending. 

In total, Mountain Meadows Conservancy has fought this 
proposal for eight years. For now, Mountain Meadows 
Conservancy’s diligence and perseverance have prevailed, and 
Mt. Dyer is safe from ludicrous development. 

Mountain Meadows Conservancy continues to grow and thrive 
and recently hired a new Executive Director, Ian Kaniar, to head 
up their efforts. The Sierra Nevada Alliance is proud to count 
Mountain Meadows Conservancy as one of our member groups 
and we applaud them for their hard work and pluck.

For more information visit: www.mtmeadows.org

We are indebted to the many interns who volunteered at the Alli-
ance office this summer. A mere “Thank You” doesn’t come close 
to showing our deep appreciation to these dedicated and talented 
folks who helped nearly every Alliance program - each one left 
big shoes for future interns to fill! Many thanks to:

•   Ricky Maloney, SNAP Media Outreach and Communications 
•   Billy Smallen, Water & Climate Change Program
•   Lani Bruntz, Water & Climate Change Program
•   Kristen Cruise, Regional Sustainability & Land Use Program

•   Erin Mitchell, Development Program 
•   Megan Seevers, Special Events & Development Program
•   Scott Smith, Communications & Development Program
•   Mariya Porten, Development Program

And thanks also to our current interns:

•   Mark Yanni, Local Sustainability Communities Team
•   Heather Ley, Water & Climate Change Program
•   Kelly Miller, Regional Sustainability & Land Use Program

Thank You Interns! 

Mountain Meadows and Mt. Lassen



Special Thanks to our Conference Sponsors
Their generosity made our event possible!

Rose Foundation for Communities 
and the Environment

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
The SHIBATANI GROUP, Inc.

The Sierra Fund

Camp Lotus 
Chatten-Brown & Carstens

El Dorado County Water Agency
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power  

Pacific Gas & Electric
Shute Mihaly & Weinberger LLP

Bob Johnston, Christine Rozance, Ecosystem Sciences Foundation 
Environment NOW, Integrated Environmental Restoration

Law Offices of John McCaull, Mono Lake Committee

Kiwanis Club of North Lake Tahoe, CalTrout, Defenders of Wildlife, Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch
MACTEC, Patty Glaser & Sam Mudie, Planning and Conservation League, River Ridge

Sierra Buttes/Lakes Basin Coalition, The Grant Farm 

Mariposans for the Environment and Responsible Government (MERG), Annonymous
California Oak Foundation, Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation, Country Copy Print Shop

Friends of Hope Valley, Friends of the Inyo, Friends of the West Shore 
San Joaquin Valley Water Leadership Forum, Save the Foothills, Sierra Club San Francisco Bay Chapter 

SRVA Advocates for Smart Growth

And to all the very generous organizations, businesses and indivuals who donated
 items for our annual auction - Thank You!



The Alliance’s 16th Annual 
Conference held on October 16-18th 
was a three day extravaganza full of 
great ideas, inspiration and action.  It’s 
impossible in one article to capture 
the essence of this event with great 
workshops, awesome 
speakers, fun auction, 
inspiring awards, and 
people riding folding 
bikes in the hallway.  
But the following are a 
few highlights.

Key note speakers 
Tony Brunello, Deputy 
Director Climate Change 
and Larry Schweiger, 
CEO of National Wildlife Federation 
both addressed climate change and 
brought their personal vision to the 
event. Larry 
Schweiger 
uniquely 
described his 
experience 
of witnessing 
climate 
change 
impacts 
around the 
world, but also shared his passionate 
determination to pass national 
legislation addressing this threat to 
leave his grandchildren a better world. 
His videos, pictures and stories painted 
a vivid picture of devastation from 
climate change – but his very personal 
story gave hope for the future.

Larry is also the author of a new 
book on climate change called Last 
Chance – and conference participants 
purchased all copies of this book 
within minutes of his speech closing.  
Poignant, fact filled and inspirational, 

Sierra Nevada Alliance Annual Conference Inspires 
Ideas, Hope and Action!

By Joan Clayburgh

this seemed to be the winter Holiday 
gift recommendation from most 
participants.

One of the amazing things about 
the conference is the connections 

that happen – from Sierra to state to 
national. Larry Schweiger hung out 
for a day with us at the event before 
returning to DC to chair the Green 
Group which leads national coalition 
tackling climate change.  Another 
example of the conference making 
important connections comes from 
the Shades of Green workshop. 
Speaker Helen Oshea of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council didn’t 
just share NRDC’s vision – but used 
the workshop as an opportunity to 
get feedback on renewable energy 
development in 
California and left 
with a stack of 
business cards to 
continue working 
with Sierrans on 
this issue.

Great ideas are 
like popcorn at the conference – they 
pop up everywhere.  The Election 
Track explored how to recruit, elect 
and keep good people in office. A 
number of participants were inspired 

to form a new Sierra political action 
committee to provide greater support 
in the Sierra. Another workshop on 
local action towards climate change 
left participants vibrating with ways to 
shape more sustainable communities, 

excited to build on the 
strong strides shared 
by Mayor Senum of 
Nevada City.

But ideas without 
action as we all 
know are useless.  So 
an envoy from the 
conference, lead by the 
Young Environmental 

Leader Track, went to do 
restoration in Martis Valley on Sunday, 
connecting with Truckee River Day.  
Kids and adults helped restore trails 
and learned through action how to 
have real-world results.

A number of participants also 
commented on the importance of 
the Sierra Vision sessions this year. 
In 2008 participants created visions 
and action steps on important Sierra 
conservation issues. This year 
participants shared success stories 
from their community that are moving 

those visions 
forward. It was great 
to hear all that was 
being accomplished 
throughout the 400 
mile range. Couple 
this with over 50 
groups sharing 
their successes and 

campaigns from the year during the 
annual member group updates – and 
it’s clear why this annual event is 
unique in providing hope for the 
Sierra. 

Site of the 16th Annual Conference
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Larry Schweiger
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