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renewable energy 
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Legal and 

environmental Issues

A one-day program hosted 
by the State Bar of California 
Environmental Law Section

July 10, 2009 
Folsom

916. 351.1500

~ * ~
16th Annual 

Sierra Nevada 
Alliance 
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Mark your calendars and 
Save-The-Date for one 
of the best conservation 

conferences in the Sierra!

October 16-18, 2009
Lake Tahoe

~ * ~
Western 

Wilderness 
Conference 2010

Hosted by Sierra Club, CA 
Wilderness Coalition, NW 

Wilderness & Parks Coalition

April 8-11, 2010
Berkeley

www.westernwilderness.org

For more information on these 
and other events, visit 

www.sierranevadaalliance.org 
or call 530.542.4546

State Freeze on Contracts 
Still Red Lighted
By Mary Bennington & Joan Clayburgh

As you may recall the state froze all bond funded 
conservation projects back on December 17, 2008 
causing thousands of Sierrans and Californians to 
lose their jobs and many organizations, including 
the Alliance, to wait for payment for work 
completed prior to the stop work order.  Much has 
happened in the past six months, but the Alliance 
and most groups are still awaiting payment for 
past work and have not received a green light to 
start work back up.

Here’s some history on what has happened in the 
last six months. California sold bonds in March 
and April totaling $6.85 Billion. Originally there 
was some indication this might begin to thaw 
frozen state grant projects.  The Build America 
Bonds the state sold had federal requirements 
and the state began an internal review process to 
ensure their previous grant awards would work 
with this new source of funding. As of this article 
being written, no reimbursement for past work has 
been issued and state bond funded projects have 
not been given clear direction to restart. Basically, 

New Strategic Plan: 
Vision of Success
By Mary Bennington

On April 25th and 26th the Alliance staff, Board 
of Directors, an Advisory Board member, and 
Member Group representatives joined together 
for two days of strategic planning. To give you a 
taste of the vision that inspires the goals which will 
shape our work plans over the next 3 – 5 years, 
we’ve included excerpts below. This is why we all 
work to protect and restore the Sierra!!

Vision of Success

The Alliance holds a vision of the Sierra that will 
benefit both natural and human communities. 
If successful in our work, the Sierra will have 
clean air and water. Our forests and ecosystems 
will be healthy with fewer invasive species. Our 
wilderness and wild and scenic rivers will remain 
remote, untrammeled and untamed. Our wildlife 
will be abundant, diverse, and self-sustaining. 
Our landscapes and viewsheds will be free of 
widespread clear cuts, OHV damage and other 
practices that mar ecosystem integrity, scenic 
beauty and economy of the Sierra.  

Continued on page 6Continued on page 6

The Alliance holds a vision of the Sierra that will benefit both natural & human communities.
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Executive Director’s Letter
Dear Friends, 

The first question I get these days when I reconnect with Alliance supporters  and 
friends is “How is the Alliance doing?”. Not a perfunctory inquiry but the kind 
that comes with a tone of deep concern and empathy.

We are still very much doing – and as hopeful and committed as ever. This last 
half year has been straining on staff and Member Groups with the state freeze on 
conservation grants and the downturn in the economy. But despite the layoffs, 
paycuts and 10-30% furloughs, there is much still getting done for the Sierra. I 
attribute this to the fact that it’s not money that is the first ingredient in saving the 
Sierra, but a commitment and love for this range. 

That commitment and pure determination to make a difference in the Sierra 
Nevada was ingrained at our founding. In this newsletter we remember Andrea 
Lawrence, our founding board president. If you knew Andrea, you would know 
there was a strength of purpose and strong determination that was at her core and 
infused everything she did. We will deeply miss her, but her determination lives 
on at the Alliance and the many conservation groups she catalyzed into action for 
mountains and rivers.

And there is no better exhibit of what powers the Alliance than the Vision created 
by our Board, staff and advisors at our recent Strategic Planning session. I 
encourage you to read this. We are pulling through losing half our budget because 
the Alliance is so much more than a grant driven group. We are a collective of 
Sierra loving fiends – a collective of over 800 individuals, over 100 conservation 
groups, and a dedicated staff. Thanks to all of you (staff included!!) for the 
contributions, words of encouragement and commitment and determination to 
keeping light in the range.

Cheers, 

Printed on recycled paper.
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Fifty three groups to date have pledged to be leaders on 
climate change and incorporate the Alliance’s seven adaptation 
principles into local resource planning, surpassing our initial 
goal of 50 groups. Thanks to the efforts of the Alliance’s 
AmeriCorps members, Helena Rodriguez (2007), Marion Gee 
(2008) and Rob Collier (2009), diverse organizations from the 
High Sierra Rural Alliance to the South Tahoe Public Utility 
District are recognizing the serious costs of climate change and 
are taking steps to protect local Sierra resources and adapt to the 
changes we can’t prevent. 

Over the past three years, the Sierra Nevada Alliance Water & 
Climate Change Program has raised awareness of the impacts of 
climate change, the need to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions 
and particularly the importance of adapting to the changes we 

can’t prevent. By distributing more than 2000 Sierra climate 
change toolkits, giving more than 51 presentations on climate 
change, and collecting 53 Adaptation pledges, the Alliance 
has been instrumental in empowering local action on climate 
adaptation.  

Climate change is a global issue but impacts are already being 
felt locally. Scientists are now predicting a 25 to 40% reduction 
in the snowpack by 2050. This not only affects all Californians 
at the most basic of levels, it impacts Sierra watersheds and 
economies that rely on snowpack and water to thrive. Managers 
of our precious resources, like our National Forests, and local 
businesses, like ski resorts, will need to change their practices in 
order to adapt to these shifting conditions or local jobs, diverse 
wildlife and irreplaceable landscapes will be at considerable risk.

Network Expands Action on Climate Change 
By Marion Gee and Robert Collier 

In Remembrance of Andrea Mead Lawrence
By Joan Clayburgh

Andrea Mead Lawrence, founding 
president of the Sierra Nevada Alliance, 
died on March 31st at her home in 
Mammoth Lakes. In truth, her life’s work 
will never die. It lives on in a healing 
Mono Lake, a saved Bodie, a citizen-
enforced California Environmental 
Quality Act, and at the many organizations 
she founded and inspired, including here 
at the Sierra Nevada Alliance.  We will 
honor our founding president by working 
harder every day to be worthy of her 
legacy in the Range of Light.

Andrea was more famous in the Sierra 
for her visionary leadership in saving our 
beloved mountains than for skiing them 
- even though she was the only American 
to win two gold medals in Alpine skiing 
in one Olympic Games.  She brought her 
big-picture thinking, laser focus, high 
tolerance for risk and bold willingness 
to venture where others had not to the 
founding of the Alliance in 1993.  Her 
dream was to protect and restore the 
natural environment of the Sierra Nevada 
for future generations, ensuring healthy 
and sustainable communities.

“God did not create the Sierra Nevada as a 
lot-and-block subdivision,” she’d say 

in describing the need for enlightened 
planning for our region.

Andrea’s deep passion for the entire Sierra 
was bolstered by her strong personality 
and ability to push hard to a finish line.  
Both traits were key to attracting others 
to launch the Alliance to address myriad 
environmental and community challenges. 
She pushed the organization hard to go big 
and go fast - understanding that the region 
deserved nothing less. 

She also was a renowned local leader in 
her favorite part of the Range of Light 
-- the Eastern Sierra. Her leadership at 
Friends of Mammoth won a precedent-
setting conservation legal case for the 
entire state of California. She was a 
four-term supervisor in Mono County 
and  a board member of the Mono Lake 
Committee, advisor to many Eastern 
Sierra groups, and founder of the 
important force for integrating economic 
vitality with ecological integrity – the 
Andrea Lawrence Institute for Mountains 
and Rivers, ALIMAR. 

Andrea’s ability to lead by example 
inspired conservation groups and 
individuals throughout the Sierra.  
Her commitment to grassroots action 
established the Sierra Nevada Alliance 
as a leader in strengthening the work of 
everyone committed to environmental 
integrity in the range. 

Andrea’s strength of will and ability 
to inspire made things happen. She 
was so much more than all the single 
qualities used to describe her – visionary, 
passionate, confident, determined, 
intelligent, powerful, kind. She was a 
force unlike any other for the Sierra.

Andrea Mead Lawrence
April 19, 1932 - March 31, 2009
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Watershed Work Flows Despite Funding Freeze
By Dan Keenan

Almost six months have passed since the state freeze on grant 
contracts that sent a shockwave through California infrastructure 
projects. The freeze has made an especially deep impact on 
watershed programs across the range with the Alliance’s own 
robust program being no exception. The ripple effect of the freeze 
paralyzed many watershed groups and in the most dire cases, 
caused them to shut their doors and suspend projects indefinitely.  
Now, with the last of the snow melting in the Sierra and funds 
still frozen, ramping up for the field season is not quite what it 
usually is. Still, there is work that needs to be done despite the 
economic trials and many groups are persevering under these 
difficult circumstances.
 
The South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL), for example, 
was left high and dry on outstanding unpaid invoices and future 
contracted work amounting to one-third of the organization’s 
annual budget. As a result, SYRCL was forced to lay off almost 
half its staff, including 1 of 2 AmeriCorps positions. Then, all 
remaining staff took 20% pay cuts and moved to a 4 day work 
week.  SYRCL’s suspended projects include a habitat restoration 
for salmon and steelhead on a 4 mile reach of the South Yuba 
River, a 3 year watershed coordinator grant, and a 2 year 
community watershed assessment, which was only 5 months 
from completion. Now, the Alliance and groups like SYRCL are 
closely watching the interplay between federal stimulus funding 
and California’s state budget gap.  
 
Across the state the watershed community is still grappling 
with the reality of life without funding from the state.  Jason 
Rainey, executive director of SYRCL, noted that the freeze 
has significantly changed operations. “We’re not going back to 

where we were, relying on old operational models,” Rainey said, 
referring to a heavy reliance on state contracts. When asked about 
next steps, Rainey was confident and hopeful for the future.  
 
“It’s an exciting time, but it’s also a daunting time. We’re seeing 
a greater recognition that rural community development is 
dependent upon environmental protection. Indeed, re-generating 
ecosystems is key to revitalizing our community.” Rainey noted 
that his organization is thinking of itself as a “community-led” 
organization—a true Citizens League. “We’re gaining traction by 
continuing to build partnerships and form new alliances. People 
are ready for a new conversation,” he said.
 
People are ready to move forward and it shows. Nationwide, 
volunteerism is actually up and for watershed groups in the 
Sierra, that’s great news. “Volunteers continue to step forward,” 
said Rainey. “We get overwhelming volunteer support for 
our annual auction, our Wild & Scenic Film Festival, and 
our successful citizen-based water quality monitor program.  
Organizing these volunteers to advocate and implement 
restoration policies and projects is now our focus—with or 
without State support.” The community is rallying to help 
SYRCL through this difficult time, demonstrating the importance 
of SYRCL’s efforts to protect the Yuba Watershed.  

It’s always a struggle in the non-profit world, but people driven 
by the importance of watershed work are persisting whenever 
possible and evolving in their roles as community leaders despite 
the financial unrest. After all, clean water, healthy watersheds, 
critical habitat, and citizens engaged in their community and 
connected to their environment are some things money can’t buy. 

Special Thanks for Special Events 
By Kay Ogden

The Alliance hosted our 4th Annual 
Wild & Scenic Environmental Film 
Festival on Tour in February to 
another sell-out crowd! Thanks to 
our sponsors and volunteers, this 
was our most successful festival yet: 
Patagonia@Heavenly, Wilderness 
Education Program at Lake Tahoe 
Community College, Edward Jones, 
Calvert, Sorensen’s Resort and our 
AmeriCorps Members 

Special thanks go out to longtime 
Alliance supporters and past Alliance 
Board Member Bill & Robin Center for 
hosting the 5th Annual Wildflower Walk 
at their beautiful Coloma home in late 

Sheryl Ferguson hosted the new Tahoe 
Bird Watch in late May and opened up 
a new world of feathered friends to the 
folks who attended. We had so much 
fun we’re working on hosting another 
Bird Watch sometime this summer, 
maybe at the conference in October.

Joan and Barry Boothe opened their 
home and wine cellar in early June 
for another wonderful evening of 
great food, incredible wines and the 
opportunity to showcase the Alliance’s 
efforts to protect the Sierra. 

We are very grateful for all the support!!
March. Those who came were greeted to 
hills of flowers bursting with color and 
Robin’s delicious delights!

Bill & Robin’s Wildflowers
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d o n o r 
c lu b s

Mt. Whitney    $2,500+

Yosemite             $1,000

lake Tahoe          $500

Mono lake          $250

Half dome           $100

Family                   $50

sustaining              $35

nEW! Green Giver 
commit to a monthly 
contribution!

Thank You for supporting the Alliance & the sierra!
The Sierra Nevada Alliance relies on the support of our members, especially during challenging times. There are many 
ways you can show your support - personal gifts, “Tell A Friend”, Host a House Party, or join the Green Giver Club. This 
new way of supporting the Alliance lets you sign up for monthly donations on your schedule. For more information on 
how you can help the Alliance, call or email Kay!  kay@sierranevadaalliance.org

Name (please print) __________________________________________________________________

Mailing address _____________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State ________________ Zip__________________

Phone __________________________________Email _____________________________________

Enclosed is my check payable to the Sierra Nevada Alliance     

Please bill my Visa/MasterCard: Card # _____________________________________Exp. _________

Signature __________________________________________________Total Amount $____________

Please charge my credit card this amount $ _____ monthly.

The Sierra Nevada Alliance is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible. No goods or services were provided in connection with this gift.

Welcome Back Dan Keenan, Watershed Program Associate

Dan grew up in Syracuse, NY and 
graduated from St. Michael’s College 
in Burlington, Vermont in 2003 with 
a B.A. in Anthropology/Sociology 
and a minor in Spanish. He has lived 
in the Sierra since 2004 and was the 
Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps Partnership 
(SNAP) Watershed Program Assistant in 
2008.  During that time, he led a citizen 

water quality monitoring group, implemented a Sierra-friendly 
yard and garden demonstration site, and gained experience in 
watershed management planning involving a multi-stakeholder 
approach. Dan continues to pursue educational opportunities in 
environmental science and in his free time, he enjoys mountain 
biking, skiing, and adventures abroad with his fiancée.  

Welcome Nevada County Land Trust

The Nevada County Land Trust exists to create a balance 
between nature and the needs of the people who make a life 
and a livelihood in Nevada County. Our mission is to enrich the 
deep community connection with our land — today, tomorrow, 
and forever. The Nevada County Land Trust is a non-profit, 

Welcome Rehired Staff & New Member Groups 
membership supported group promoting voluntary conservation 
of our natural, historical and agricultural resources. The Nevada 
County Land Trust endeavors to fulfill its mission through:

Conservation easements, fee acquisition and other strategies.
The management of lands held in trust.  
The support of sustainable economic productivity of working 
lands such as agricultural, range and forest lands.
Fulfilling unmet outdoor recreation needs.
The preservation of heritage and aesthetic amenities that 
define our community’s unique character.
Community outreach and public education.

To learn more: info@nevadacountylandtrust.org or 530.272.5994

Welcome Friends of Silver King Creek

The Friends of Silver King Creek is a group of people from 
around the Sierra and points east and west who are concerned 
with unending poisoning of waters in remote wilderness areas. 
Creeks have been poisoned as a management method since the 
1960s and the managers keep coming back to do it again. The 
Friends of Silver King Creek has asked the managers to spend 
more time gill netting and electroshocking and give up their 
addiction to poison.

To learn more: check the Alliance website for updates

•
•
•

•
•

•
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State Freeze on Contracts Still Red Lighted: continued from page 1 

Vision of Success: continued from page 1
Our towns, each descriptively unique, 
will be sustainable with defined edges 
surrounded by healthy open space and 
wildlands. Each community will be 
invigorated and vibrant. We will live with 
a light impact, many with sustainable 
green jobs and with no perception of 
a division between the economy and 
the environment.  There will be no 
division between 
regulators and 
the regulated.  
Local sustainable 
businesses 
will provide 
well-paying, 
meaningful jobs.  

We will have 
efficient public 
transportation that meets 
residents’ needs, an interconnected, 
aesthetically-pleasing network of bikeable 
and walkable pathways, and less vehicular 
traffic. Each Sierra community will be 
served by high speed internet, facilitating 
telecommuting and less need to travel. Our 
homes, businesses, and communities will 
be 100% powered by solar, wind and other 
local renewable energy options. 

Our communities will actively support 
and promote local sustainable agriculture 
so that farmers may earn and pay living 
wages.

Our communities will be beautiful 
and clean, with community gardens, 
parks and playgrounds.  Our yards and 
landscaping will flourish with native and 
native-compatible plants, be more fire 
resilient, be kind to wildlife, reduce water 
pollutants, recharge groundwater, and 
create spaces that lift our spirits. 

Our community members will understand 
their interconnections and interdependence 
to each other and the environment. 
Residents will understand climate change 
and how their actions affect greenhouse 
gases and prepare to be resilient and 
flexible for the changes ahead.  All socio-
ethnic-economic groups will work and 
play well together. They will embrace a 
stewardship and service ethic. High school 
and college graduates will return to the 
Sierra to work and live. Young people and 
ethnic groups will be active participants 
and leaders in our communities. 

All residents will be actively engaged 
in governance and shaping the future 
of their communities.  Elected officials 
will be responsive to the members of the 
community.

Our community leaders will be innovative 
and strive to implement models of 
sustainability. Our county and city general 

plans, water and 
forest plans, and 
other resource 
management 
strategies will 
be models of 
sustainability and 
climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation.

And outside the Sierra, our state and 
nation will value our communities, our 
environment and our resources. Cities, 
states and the nation will reflect their 
understanding and commitment to our 
mutually-dependent relationship by 
providing needed funding and resources to 
support sustainable practices. The Sierra 
Nevada region will be supported by strong 
governmental policies and funding. Bond 
measures and laws will call out the Sierra 
as a region of importance, and Federal 
programs will dedicate attention and 
resources to the Sierra. 

the bonds were sold but the projects are 
not moving forward.

During these past challenging 6 months, 
the Alliance worked closely with state 
and regional partners such as Planning 
and Conservation League, Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy, John McCaull, and Sperry 
Capital to keep tabs on new statewide 
developments. The Alliance kept the 
Sierra network updated on the latest 
information at the state level. We explored 
the potential of developing an alternative 
funding method for these frozen projects 
through private placement bonds.  We also 
continued to issue action alerts and alerted 
the media to regional  impacts.

Recovery Act. In addition, the Alliance was 
awarded a federal Clean Water Act 319h 
grant for our efforts to reduce pollution 
in the Sierra with our Sierra Nevada Yard 
& Garden project. We are in the process 
of contracting and restarting watershed 
work on these new federal grants. Sadly, 
many Alliance member groups were not 
as lucky to get some federal support and a 
number of watershed groups are struggling 
to just survive until their state contracts are 
reactivated.

To follow the latest on the frozen grant 
project issue, visit Reseed California’s 
website at: stopworkimpact.ning.com

Now the big issue is cash flow for 
California. Due to the failure of the 
Propositions 1C, 1D, and 1E on May 19th, 
the State legislature and Governor are 
grappling with updating the budget given 
a $48 billion shortage this coming year.  
So rumors are flying that despite the bond 
sales, state grant contracts will not see 
reimbursement or start work orders due to 
cash management challenges. 

Some good news for the Alliance is that 
the State Water Resources Control Board 
transferred one Alliance project from State 
Proposition 40 funds to being supported 
by the federal American Reinvestment and 

Our wilderness and wild and scenic rivers will remain remote, untrammeled and untamed.
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Sierra Stories:  Friends of Deer Creek & SNAP 
By Do Lee 
During the past two and a half years throughout the Sierra 
Nevada, Sierra Nevada AmeriCorps Paartnership (SNAP) 
Members have restored over 6000 acres of habitat, monitored 
over 600 watershed sites, educated over 35,000 individuals, and 
recruited over 4000 community volunteers.  

Soon AmeriCorps will be making funding decisions that 
will determine whether SNAP will be able to continue its 
contributions to the Sierra Nevada for the next three years. At 
this time, we would like to take a step back and hear from our 
SNAP site and Alliance member group, Friends of Deer Creek, 
about how SNAP Members have impacted their work for the 
past 3 years. During this period, they have hosted a total of 6 
AmeriCorps Members in Nevada City.

(DL: Do Lee, SNAP Program Director; JS: Jane Sellen, Site 
Supervisor at Friends of Deer Creek)

DL: Why does Friends of Deer Creek host AmeriCorps 
Members?  What do AmeriCorps Members bring to your 
organization that is unique?
JS: Friends of Deer Creek is hosting AmeriCorps members 
for the third consecutive year, and we can’t say enough good 
things about this wonderful program! Our members bring to our 
organization freshness, energy and idealism that are contagious. 
Each year, the caliber of the young people in the program is 
exceptionally high, which allows our organization to accomplish 
far more than our budget would otherwise allow. Since its 
founding, Friends of Deer Creek has relied on an extensive 
network of skilled and dedicated volunteers from the community, 
and the service of our AmeriCorps members is a perfect fit with 
the spirit of our organization – remarkable people accomplishing 
remarkable things for the benefit of the creek.

DL: What do your AmeriCorps Members do?
JS: Justin Wood is in his second year as our river scientist. 
Justin came to us from Indiana with a background in hydrology, 
meteorology and geography. He has taken on a comprehensive 
assessment of the health of the entire Deer Creek watershed by 
analyzing our nine years of baseline water quality data, and is 
writing the hydrology, geomorphology and water quality sections 
of our watershed restoration plan. He developed protocols for 
assessing ephemeral (seasonal) streams and has implemented 
them in two pilot assessments. He brings impressive data analysis 
skills that have enabled our organization to draw conclusions 
from our nine years of continuous data and make restoration 
decisions. He is also responsible for going out at the peak of each 
storm to collect water samples that are analyzed for heavy metal 
content – and for persuading volunteers to join him in the pouring 
rain. Justin’s childhood was spent watching the Weather Channel, 
which has given him an eerie knack for gauging the moment of 
peak flow. Never before has our storm sampling data been so 
exquisitely timed!

Matt Freitas is our new outreach coordinator. He grew up 
avoiding the Weather Channel and instead was inspired by 
Captain Planet and Fern Gully. A Nevada City native, Matt 
brings an intimate knowledge of our local area combined with 
the skills and knowledge he gained as an Environmental Studies 
major at UC Santa Cruz. Matt’s duties include producing a 
quarterly newsletter, coordinating our trail-building volunteers 
in the Tribute Trail Association, engaging high school and junior 
high students in a hands-on re-vegetation project, surveying 
recreational users of the creek to gauge any heavy metal impacts, 
editing our macroinvertebrate identification manual The Bug 
Book, and working in the field monitoring and conducting 
physical habitat assessments, fish counts, and macroinvertebrate 
collection. 

DL: What have been the greatest contributions/accomplishments 
by your AmeriCorps Members?
JS: The greatest pleasure of hosting AmeriCorps members is 
watching young college graduates doing work that they are 
passionate about, and seeing them develop a direction for their 
future careers. 

Among Matt’s many accomplishments, his ability to connect 
with the high schoolers in our re-vegetation project is particularly 
noteworthy. It is not an exaggeration to say that Matt’s 
enthusiasm, hard work and patience have been life-changing for 
some of the kids in the program. The students were so fired up 
about the work they were doing that some have reported a desire 
to volunteer for us during the summer, to change their planned 
course of study, and even to make restoration and conservation 
their life’s work.

It’s lucky that Justin decided to stay for a second year because 
his effort to develop a Deer Creek-specific Index of Biological 
Integrity (IBI) using macroinvertebrate data as the health 
indicator will soon reach fruition. The IBI, when complete, will 
allow us to assign a quantitative health value to each monitoring 
site along the creek. The creation of a conceptual model of this 
complexity requires a special kind of thinking, and the index will 
provide a uniquely customized measuring tool into which we can 
input future macroinvertebrate data and which can be used to 
prioritize our restoration activities. We feel incredibly grateful to 
have Justin’s brainpower on our team!

Site Supervisor Jane Sellen & Americorps Member Justin Wood 




